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1. Global Services Coalition Letter to WTO Ministers to
Re-Double Efforts to Make Progress Toward a High Standard
E-Commerce Framework
- A coalition of 10 services industry associations released a joint statement on January
8th -

The Global Services Coalition (GSC) welcomes the attention given by WTO Ministers to the
interests of the services sector in Coalition members’ respective economies, particularly as
regarding international trade and investment. The GSC commends Ministers of the 70 countries
that signed the Joint Statement on E-Commerce at the Ministerial meetings in Buenos Aires in
December 2017 and the intensive and productive exploratory discussions that have taken place in
Geneva pursuant to that Joint Statement. The GSC believes that those discussions and the numerous
proposals that WTO members have contributed are important progress and provide a positive
foundation for renewed momentum to work toward an ambitious, high standard WTO e-commerce
framework.
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A strong rules-based multilateral system is critical to promoting trade in services and digitally
enabled services and ensuring continued growth in services industries as well as manufacturing,
agriculture and micro, small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) in developed and developing
countries alike. But that multilateral system must remain relevant to the commercial challenges
facing business both large and small while fostering inclusive economic growth in developed and
developing countries alike. For services, this means that the multilateral rules must be expanded to
encompass and promote digital trade, including cross-border data flows, prohibitions on data
localization, a permanent moratorium on e-commerce customs duties, non-discriminatory
treatment of digital products, relevant services market access commitments in areas such as
financial services, ICT and logistics, and trade facilitation.
All trade in goods and services – from the placing of an order to confirmation of delivery – now
involves the electronic transfer of data. Data-transfer is today’s all-purpose means of business
communication, spurring economic growth and innovation in all industries. GSC associations see
with concern the appearance of certain forced data localization policies and practices, that may
threaten to disrupt the continued growth and success of trade and commerce worldwide.
As our governments seek to help to provide more citizens with economic prosperity through new
business opportunities and job creation, the expansion of the services sector and digital trade would
be a welcomed boost to manufacturing and agriculture in economies around the globe. In
agriculture, over 270 million small holder farmers in Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa and South
and Southeast Asia will require over US$200 billion in financing to grow their businesses. While
conventional, formal financing and infrastructure may be insufficient to meet this demand, digital
technologies and services are providing innovative new ways to provide greater inclusion and to
try to meet this demand. Cloud based digital technologies and services are being used to widen the
reach of health services to remote and underserved areas around the globe.
In taking on the task of forging a WTO e-commerce framework and crafting rules that facilitate
the flow of trade in goods and services, there needs to be both trust among individuals that their
personal data will be securely held and handled according to local privacy rules; and certainty for
business that data protection regimes will be transparent, predictable, and as least trade-restrictive
as possible. The Global Services Coalition recognizes that data-security and appropriate and
effective protection of personal data are essential and must be assured through compliance with
local privacy and security regulations. Any exceptions to the principles promoting cross-border
data flow and avoiding forced localization should be limited to legitimate public policy objectives
and be non-discriminatory and in full compliance with the provisions of the GATS.
We also recognize the focus on data must also be accompanied by appreciating the linkages
between the digital economy and the physical movement of goods. While e-commerce opens up
many new avenues for consumers, customs authorities must ensure border procedures support the
movement of goods across borders as seamlessly as possible.
With a view to achieving the above objectives, the Global Services Coalition urges WTO Ministers
to make the utmost effort to launch negotiations building on the WTO e-commerce discussions to
date to make progress towards a high standard e-commerce framework by the time of the 12th
WTO Ministerial Conference in Astana.
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2. Meeting with U.S. Ambassador to Japan, Hon. William Hagerty
- Keidanren met with U.S. Ambassador to Japan, the Honorable William Hagerty at the
headquarters of Keidanren in Tokyo on December 19th -

Ambassador Hagerty and Keidanren’s top officers (Chairman Nakanishi, Chairman of the Board
of Councillors Koga, Vice Chair Nagayasu, Vice Chair Kobayashi, Vice Chair Kunibe, Vice Chair
Yamauchi, Vice Chair Sumi, Vice Chair of the Board of Councillors Endo and Vice Chair of the
Board of Councillors Shinohara) discussed a variety of issues. They reconfirmed the importance
of the U.S.-Japan relationship and the necessity to closely work together in order to solve common
challenges our two countries face.

3. Memorandum of Understanding between the United Nations
Development Programme and KEIDANREN
- The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Keidanren signed an MOU
to facilitate and strengthen comprehensive collaboration on November 26thArticle I: Purpose and Scope
The purpose of this MOU is to provide a framework of cooperation and facilitate and strengthen
collaboration between the Parties, on a non-exclusive basis, in areas of common interest.
The overall objective of this MOU is to establish a framework for cooperation to accelerate
Japanese private sector's engagement in development towards the achievement of the SDGs.
Expected outcome of this MOU is to establish an enabling environment to facilitate creation and
expansion of inclusive and innovative business models that contribute to achievement of the SDGs.
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Mr. Achim Steiner,
Administrator of United
Nations Development
Programme (pictured left) and
Mr. Masaya Futamiya,
Chair of Committee on
Corporate Behavior & Social
Responsibility of Keidanren
(pictured right)

Article II: Areas of Cooperation
The Parties intend to cooperate in the following areas of activity:
i.
o
o
ii.
o
o
o
iii.
o
o
o

Cooperation to identify and to match project ideas and business cases ("needs and seeds")
for SDGs implementation. Action points include:
Showcase examples of innovation for the SDGs by KEIDANREN member companies, as
these are relevant and in accordance with the needs of Members States.
Call KEIDANREN member companies for participation to UNDP projects at country level
to address development issues on the ground.
Cooperation in the area of UNDP private sector strategy. Action points include:
Share UNDP private sector strategy, platforms and programs developed by UNDP with
KEIDANREN, including SDGs impact assessment tools.
Exchange views on the effectiveness of such platforms and programs including through
trials and feedback by KEIDANREN member companies.
Exchange views on modalities to effectively report and disseminate measured impacts of
projects that contribute to the SDGs achievement.
Cooperation to communicate joint efforts by UNDP and KEIDANREN for the SDGs
achievement. Action points include:
Organize UNDP-KEIDANREN joint symposia in Tokyo (e.g. at KEIDANREN Building),
to be co-hosted with other relevant actors as deemed appropriate.
Organize UNDP-KEIDANREN joint symposia at UN HQ on relevant occasions such as
the UN High-level Political Forum.
Post UNDP-KEIDANREN joint activities through communications channels of both
parties, including the SDGs website of KEIDANREN.
＊

＊

＊

For more information on Keidanren's recent activities, please visit here and a weekly
journal Keidanren Times.
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Editor: Keidanren USA
- If you wish to stop receiving these emails, you can unsubscribe by replying to this email
with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. Thank you.
- Please feel free to forward this newsletter to anybody you think might be interested.
- Please let us (washingtondc@keidanren.us) know if you know of anybody who might wish
to be included on this mailing list.
newsletter@keidanren.or.jp
or Keidanren USA http://keidanren.us/
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